
To reduce collisions of ships and right whales within
the U.S. EEZ from North Carolina north through 
Maine by:

Providing regularly scheduled aerial surveys to 
locate right whales

Providing mariners with up-to-date locations of 
right whale sightings



Collecting sighting reports

Processing sighting reports
verifying reports
designating area buffers around sighting locations

Distributing sighting advisories



Report sources 11/99 - 8/01

NMFS/CCS
(63%)

Whale watch
vessels 
(17%)

Coast Guard
(5%)

Fishing vessels
(5%)

Other (10%)

Opportunistic sightings Systematic surveys

Report sources 1/02 - 8/02

NMFS/CCS
(78%)

Whale watch
vessels 

(7%)

Coast Guard
(2%)

Fishing vessels
(1%)

Other (12%)

Opportunistic sightings Systematic surveys

(240 reports)



No alerts are sent out without first verifying right whale sighting
reports

A report is considered verified if:

The report is made by a marine mammal expert or an
otherwise experienced marine mammal observer

The report is deemed reliable by a marine mammal
expert following an interview of the reporter

Training
Experience



Currently using 8 n.mile buffer as the standard

8 nmi

Single sighting location

8 nmi

Multiple sighting locations



Sighting report

SAS pager
24:7

Website

Email

Fax
Coast Guard

MSR, NWS

Whalenet

Shippers
Managers

Notice to Mariners
NAVTEX

Weather Radio



TO:

FROM:    NOAA Fisheries - Tel. Pager 978-585-8473

DATE:   09/01/02                 06:18 PM EST

COMMENTS:

75 RIGHT WHALES SIGHTED BY SHIPBOARD SURVEYS NEAR THE 
BAY OF FUNDY TRAFFIC LANES, OR IN A 8 NM RADIUS AROUND 
POSITION 44-38N 66-28W

60 RIGHT WHALES SIGHTED BY AN AERIAL SURVEY 40 NM 
SOUTH OF CAPE SABLE, NOVA SCOTIA, OR IN A 12 NM RADIUS 
AROUND POSITION 42-49N 65-35W

THESE CONCENTRATIONS ARE LIKELY TO PERSIST THROUGH 
SEPTEMBER 15.  FOLLOW UP SURVEYS WILL BE ATTEMPTED BY 
SEPTEMBER 15.

Mariners are urged to keep a sharp lookout and use caution
around right whales.

PAGES (Including Cover): 2



SAS Fax recipients, by type:  
34 shipping industry contacts
21 federal or state officials
14 interested parties
11 Distribution partners
07 Auncertain@ (I=m not sure who
04 SAS partners

Shipping industry contacts:  
shippers - 13
agents B 5
pilots - 5
tow companies - 4
port authorities - 2
associations - 2
ferry - 1
builder - 1
other - 1

Shipping contacts located in:  
Massachusetts - 11
Maine - 6
NY - 4
NJ - 3
Virginia - 3
Canada - 2
NH - 1
Connecticut - 1
Georgia - 1

Distribution partners include:  
NOAA radio - 1
USCG - 6
ACOE - 1
CC Canal traffic control - 1
NWS - 1
whalenet - 1









Provide both Federal and State agencies with a standard,
streamlined reporting protocol for sightings critical to 
marine mammal science and management

Improve reporting quality by:

Providing an at sea guide for right whale identification

Providing guidelines for spotting, reporting and 
monitoring large whales entangled in fishing gear

Providing an at sea guide for distinguishing dead
right whales from other species of large whales
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Total # of Right Whales encountered  =  815

38%58%31%% of total on 
Broadscale

21000510015900Total nautical 
miles on effort

29668228Time on effort 
(hrs)

731756Total # survey 
days

TOTALGOOSETWIN 
OTTER

March 15 – July 15, 2002



1. Improve knowledge of annual and inter-annual right 
whale distribution

2. Identify primary mechanisms affecting right whale 
distribution

3. Predict occurrence of right whale aggregations

4. Improve knowledge of ship distribution


